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 Master Minimum Equipment List 
 

• A Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL) is an 
approved document by EASA or the FAA and is created 
specifically by the Aircraft Manufacturer to regulate 
the dispatch of an aircraft type with inoperative 
equipment. 

 
• The MMEL along with the Dispatch Deviation Guide 

(DDG) contains the conditions, limitations and 
procedures required for operating the aircraft with 
these items inoperative. 
 

• The MMEL contains the basis for the necessary 
customization and review of an operator’s Minimum 
Equipment List (MEL). 

 
CCM 01/2019 



CCM 01/2019 



CCM 01/2019 

 Table of contents: 

 

• This part of the 
document will 
indicate how the 
MEL is structured 
as a whole. 

 

 



 List of Effective Pages : 

 

• The Operator shall 
indicate all changes 
applied to the MEL in 
the List of Effective 
Pages. 

 

• The black lines 
adjacent to the Section 
No indicates an 
amendment has 
occurred.  
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 Preamble: 

 

• This is an introductory statement for the correct 
usage and application of the Minimum Equipment 
List. 

 

• The content of the preamble must be customized 
as per the operator’s requirements. 
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• Definitions: 

 

    -  Also listed in the 
preamble will be a list of 
common definitions used 
throughout the MEL 
document. 

 

    - You should make 
yourself familiar with these 
definitions. Please take time 
now to read the definitions in 
the MEL supplied. 
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Remember 

All aircraft have their MEL’s designed around 
a standardized format but the content can 
be very different. Always refer to the MEL 

that is applicable to the aircraft type & 
registration. 



 

     

 

25 Furnishing / Equipment ATA 25 

1. Sequence Number and Item 2. Repair interval 

 

 

 

 

 
-60-1 Cabin Flash Lights 

 

 

 

 

 
D 

3. Number installed 

 

 

 
 

6 

4. Number required for dispatch 

 

 
4 

5. Remarks or Exceptions 

 
 May be inoperative or missing provided each required crew 
member has an operative independent portable light readily 
available when seated at designated station. 

 
 Placard 

   None Required. 

 
 Operating Procedures 

   None Required. 

 
   Maintenance Procedures 
   None required. 

 

ATA Chapter numbering : This is used as the identifier of the different 

systems within the aircraft.  
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25 Furnishing / Equipment ATA 25 

1. Sequence Number and Item 2. Repair interval 

 

 

 

 

 
-60-1 Cabin Flash Lights 

 

 

 

 

 
D 
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4. Number required for dispatch 

 

 
4 

5. Remarks or Exceptions 
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   None Required. 
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   None required. 

 

This is a standard MEL format – 5 columns  
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-60-1 Cabin Flash Lights 

 

 

 

 

 
D 
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Minimum Equipment List 

Column 1 – ‘Sequence Number & Item’, identifies the equipment / system, 

component or function concerned by ATA subchapter. 



 

     

Column 2 – ‘Repair Interval’, indicates the maximum time an Item may be 

inoperative.  

Minimum Equipment List 
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25 Furnishing / Equipment ATA 25 

1. Sequence Number and Item 2. Repair interval 

 

 

 

 

 
-60-1 Cabin Flash Lights 

 

 

 

 

 
D 

3. Number installed 

 

 

 
 

6 

4. Number required for dispatch 

 

 
4 

5. Remarks or Exceptions 

 
 May be inoperative or missing provided each required crew 
member has an operative independent portable light readily 
available when seated at designated station. 

 
 Placard 

   None Required. 

 
 Operating Procedures 

   None Required. 

 
 Maintenance Procedures 

   None required. 

 



 

     

Column 2 – 

 ‘Repair Interval’, indicates the maximum time an Item may be inoperative. The 

time specified excludes the day of discovery. The category codes are defined as 

thus: 

 

A. Items in this category shall be repaired within the time interval specified in 

the ‘Remarks or Exceptions’ column. 

 

B. Items in this category shall be repaired within three (3) consecutive calendar 

days (72 hours) excluding the day of discovery. 

 

C. Items in this category shall be repaired within ten (10) consecutive calendar 

days (240 hours) excluding the day of discovery. 

 

D. Items in this category shall be repaired within one hundred and twenty (120) 

consecutive calendar days (2880 hours) excluding the day of discovery. 
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25 Furnishing / Equipment ATA 25 

1. Sequence Number and Item 2. Repair interval 

 

 

 

 

 
-60-1 Cabin Flash Lights 

 

 

 

 

 
D 

3. Number installed 

 

 

 
 

6 

4. Number required for dispatch 

 

 
4 

5. Remarks or Exceptions 

 
 May be inoperative or missing provided each required crew 
member has an operative independent portable light readily 
available when seated at designated station. 

 
 Placard 

   None Required. 

  
 Operating Procedures 

   None Required. 

 
  Maintenance Procedures 
None required. 
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Column 3 – ‘Number Installed’, is the number (quantity) of items normally 

installed in the aircraft. This number represents the aircraft configuration 

considered in developing this MEL  

Minimum Equipment List 



 

     

Column 4 – ‘Number Required for Dispatch’, is the minimum number (quantity) 

of items required for operation provided the conditions specified in Column 5 

are met.  
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Column 5 – ‘Remarks or Exceptions’, may include statements prohibiting or 

permitting operation with a specific number of items inoperative, provisos 

(conditions and limitations) for  such operation and appropriate “notes”.  
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 Minimum Equipment List  
 

• After reviewing the MMEL/DDG, the Operator shall 
customize according to its operational needs the Minimum 
Equipment List (MEL) and will submit it to the Authority 
within 90 days from the publication of the MMEL. 
 

• As all Civil Aviation Authorities require that a MEL must be 
carried onboard the aircraft during operations, the MEL is 
considered to be a Civil Aviation Approved document. 
 

• If the MEL meets the Authorities requirements it will be 
endorsed. The Operator shall then include such approval in 
the MEL. 
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 This is an example         
of the TM-CAD MEL  
approval letter. 
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Minimum Equipment List 

• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 23 Communications :–  

 

•   PA System  

•   Cabin Interphone 

•   Cabin / Lavatory Speakers 

•   Cabin Chimes / ACP (Attendant / Area Call Panel) 

 

 

 

 



• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 25 Equipment / Furnishings :–  

 

•   Passenger Seats  

•   Fasten Seat Belt / No Smoking Signs 

•   First Aid Kit / Emergency Medical Kits / AEDs 

•   Seat Belts  

•   Life Jackets / Rafts 

•   Lavatory Door and Interior Ashtrays  

•   Galley Waste Bin Access and Flapper Door   

•    Protective Breathing Equipment (PBEs) 
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• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 26 Fire Protection:–  

 

•   Portable Fire Extinguishers  

•   Fire Gloves 

•   Lavatory Smoke Detectors  
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Minimum Equipment List 

• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 33 Lights :–  

 

•   Cabin Interior Lights 

•   Passenger Information Signs  

   (Fasten Seat Belt / No Smoking / Return to Seats)  

•   Exit Signs 

•   Floor Proximity Escape Path Lighting System 
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Minimum Equipment List 

• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 35 Oxygen :–  

 

•   Passenger Drop Down O2 Masks (PSUs) 

•   Portable Oxygen Bottles 
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Minimum Equipment List 

• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 38 Water / Waste :–  

 

•   Potable Water System 

•   Lavatory Waste System  
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Minimum Equipment List 

• Cabin Items  

 

    ATA 52 Passenger Doors :–  

 

•  Passenger Door Indication System  

  (Indication of Door closure / Slides Armed / Slides Disarmed on FAP )  

•  Doors  

•  Over-wing Exits 
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Minimum Equipment List 

 

    Cabin Defects :–  

 

• Any Cabin Defects 
must be reported to 
the SCCM. 

 

• Items with a defect 
that are mainly not 
listed in the MEL are 
logged in the Cabin 
Defect Logbook.  

 
• Any Items which fall under the MEL 
are entered in Aircraft Tech log by 
the Flight Crew. 
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Minimum Equipment List 

 

    Questions :- 

 

•   Is a Lavatory Ashtray included in the MEL ? 

    

    Yes  
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Minimum Equipment List 

 

    Questions :- 

 

•   What is a Repair Interval ? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     

Column 2 – 

 ‘Repair Interval’, indicates the maximum time an Item may be inoperative. The 

time specified excludes the day of discovery. The category codes are defined as 

thus: 

 

A. Items in this category shall be repaired within the time interval specified in 

the ‘Remarks or Exceptions’ column. 

 

B. Items in this category shall be repaired within three (3) consecutive calendar 

days (72 hours) excluding the day of discovery. 

 

C. Items in this category shall be repaired within ten (10) consecutive calendar 

days (240 hours) excluding the day of discovery. 

 

D. Items in this category shall be repaired within one hundred and twenty (120) 

consecutive calendar days (2880 hours) excluding the day of discovery. 
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     Thank You 
 

 

 

 

 

 

clifford-robert.a.scorey@transport.gov.mt 
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