
 

Malta Transport Centre 
Ħal Lija LJA 2021, Malta 
 
 
Tel:  +356 2125 0360    
Email: yachtsmalta.tm@transport.gov.mt  
www.transport.gov.mt/ship-registration        Transport Malta is the Authority for Transport in Malta set up by Act XV of 2009 

 

Merchant Shipping Directorate 
 

 
MANNING GUIDELINES DURING LAY-UP AND/OR WINTERING PERIODS  

 
 

Commercial Yachting Notice 11 

 
 
Notice to Yacht Owners, Yacht Operators, Managers, Master 
Owners’ Representatives, Appointed Surveyors and Recognised Organisations 

 
 
The Directorate would like to remind all concerned that in accordance with Section 17 of the 
Malta Commercial Yacht Code (CYC), all yachts ≥ 24m in length shall carry a valid Minimum 
Safe Manning Certificate, while yachts < 24m must follow the minimum safe manning 
requirements as detailed in Section 17 of the CYC (Minimum Safe Manning Scales for yachts 
< 2 4m metres in length). 
 
The Minimum Safe Manning Certificate (for yachts ≥ 24m) and the Safe Manning Scales (for 
yachts < 24m) are applicable for all international and domestic voyages. As detailed in Section 
17 of the CYC, the number of crew may be reduced when a yacht is not operational and is laid-
up and/or wintering at berth. In these instances, the requirements of the Minimum Safe Manning 
Certificate/Scales are no longer applicable. In such cases the yacht’s owners/managers are 
responsible to ensure the necessary manning requirements of the yacht. The number of crew 
may be reduced below the minimum safe manning levels following a risk assessment carried 
out by the yacht’s Master in order to ensure that: 
 

- necessary maintenance on board can continue to be carried out. For yachts ≥ 500GT 
additional consideration should be given to ensure that the safety management system 
(SMS) can continue to be operational and maintained; 

- any possible emergency which may occur on board such as fire, unmooring and mooring 
can be safely and effectively responded to and handled by experienced crew on board; 

- the ship security plan (SSP) can continue to be maintained as necessary (for yachts ≥ 
500GT);  

- the maximum hours of work and minimum hours of rest shall remain in compliance with 
MLC requirements;  

- any requirements which may be stipulated by the local Port Authorities and/or the yacht’s 
insurance are complied with as required; 

- full assistance is provided during any unannounced Port State Control inspection. 

 
Owners or operators are not required to inform the Directorate when the manning levels have 
been reduced during lay-up unless they have received a notification from the Directorate 
regarding a possible flag State inspection. In such cases the Directorate should be informed 
when the yacht is expected to resume operations with its full crew compliment. All onboard 
surveys shall be carried out with the necessary crew members onboard.    
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